APRIL UPDATE 2006

· On March 27th 2006, Chandran opened a toilet block for girls and boys at the Alamparai primary school, which was kindly sponsored by a family from Melbourne.

· The first of two buildings that will permanently accommodate up to 50 tsunami-displaced children is nearing completion and is expected to start taking in children in June 2006. 

· Dormitory 2 will be ready in two months time and will be opened by Beth and Ron Merkel in early October. Our Patron Justice Ron Merkel conceived and launched the UCH Family Fellowship Program in February 2005, and we currently have 37 Family Fellowship members.  This program gives families the opportunity to become closely involved with the Foundation on an ongoing basis both in Australia and India.  Please see our website www.tewoaf.org.au for further details.

· The Post-Tsunami Health Care & Research Project (PTHCRP) mobile health team has commenced working in the local district, visiting neighbouring coastal villages affected by the tsunami. The team will work on a regular, long-term basis to cater for the medical and psychological wellbeing of those affected. Analysis of data collection over the past six months is expected soon.

· Uluru Health Care Centre (UHCC) saw over 1000 patients last month. 

· The Foundation has linked up with Rotary Monash in Victoria, to improve the water catchment at UCH. Once this project is completed UCH will be better placed to provide clean fresh drinking water for more than 80 residents.  

· The temporary computer centre housing six computers, which was put together by Daryl Anthony of Engineers Without Borders (EWB), has been a huge success both with our children and those from the surrounding villages. Our pro bono architect Sandra Nervegna, along with David Klingberg, is working closely with EWB (www.ewb-aus.org.au) to design and build a permanent IT centre with 40 computers. This will significantly improve the educational and employment opportunities for the children at UCH and the village.  The groundbreaking ceremony was performed by Chandran and Thamby on March 27 2006.

· The rural community of Yackandandah in Victoria’s North East is sponsoring a teacher to teach English at UCH and at the Alamparai Village School. 

· There have been 21 volunteers from overseas at UCH and UHCC since January!

· World Expeditions is organising a trip for travellers, which will include a segment of community development work at UCH & UHCC in November 2006.

· We are currently raising funds for buildings that will house a library, art studio, music, lecture and performance hall for the children at UCH and the local community to use.
· Melbourne Girl’s College has commenced an affiliation with TEWOAF, which will involve Year 9, 10 and 11 students assisting the Foundation.
· A new pathology Lab technician has been employed at UHCC. 
· A full time Social worker position for UCH and UHCC has been advertised.
· One acre of land adjoining UHCC has been purchased for the construction of a maternity wing.
· TEWOAF is affiliating with Auroville to start an eco-educational centre near UCH, with particular emphasis on coastal biodiversity.
· Jeet Soni and his family have donated AUD $100,000-00 from the UK towards the purchase of 12.2 acres of land near the Alamparai village, for a proposed secondary school, vocational and trade school, conference/Seminar centre etc.

Keep in mind the Foundation is having its 14th Annual Charity Dinner Dance on Friday 27th October 2006 at The Windsor.  
