[image: image1][image: image9.jpg]News Letter




Issue 1. May 2006.





http://www.tewoaf.org.au
[image: image10.jpg]


Welcome to the first edition of the East West Overseas Aid Foundation newsletter – an update for all those involved and interested in our work. The aim of the newsletter is to keep all volunteers, contributors and other interested parties regularly in touch with what’s going on with TEWOAF in India and Australia. The stories inside reflect on some of our past activities and achievements, as well as some of our plans for the future. Enjoy!
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There has been a lot happening at the Uluru Children’s Home as a result of the hard work of staff and volunteers, and the invaluable financial contributions made by so many. A significant number of volunteers have spent time in India recently, resulting in several exciting new projects and developments. Thanks to your ongoing support and donations, things at the Home are going well – these smiling faces say it all! 

NEW DORMITORIES            

The 2004 Tsunami resulted in extensive loss of life and destruction to the areas surrounding the Children’s Home, and left many children orphaned and destitute. In response, TEWOAF is adding two new dormitories to UCH so that 50 Tsunami-displaced children can live in a safe and caring environment. The first dormitory will open in early June, while a second will be ready in September. A number of children have already been taken in, while the UCH team is identifying other children in need.

Those of you who have visited UCH would agree the smiles on the children’s faces on first arrival can be overwhelming. The girls (and soon boys!) enjoy a loving, nurturing environment which is evident not only in their cheeky grins, well-fed bodies, educational success and easy laughter, but also in the confidence with which they go about their lives – so rare for children in India who come from backgrounds such as theirs. Thanks to the quick response of our supporters after the Tsunami, the new dormitories will have an incredible impact on the lives of some of the many children who are struggling to survive after so much was taken from them on that terrible day. 
NEW COMPUTER CENTRE AT UCH[image: image12.jpg]



Daryl Anthony, a volunteer from Engineers without Borders, recently returned from several months at the Children’s Home where he set up an IT centre. The centre will significantly improve the educational and employment opportunities for both children at the Home and members of the local community. Our girls are having lessons in small groups several times a week. In addition, children from surrounding areas are being provided with the same opportunity and receive weekly lessons at the centre.
Vijay, a local gentleman, has been trained by Daryl and has taken over as computer teacher and computer centre manager. According to everyone involved, the centre has been a great success with lessons for the wider community attracting large crowds at weekends. To provide greater access for the local people we will soon commence work on a new computer building, sponsored by donations from the Jack & Robert Smorgon Families Foundation and the Helen and Bori Liberman family.

For more information on the project please visit the Engineers Without Borders site: http://www.ewb-aus.org.au/project.php?pid=1017
NEW WATER TANKS    
A rainwater harvesting initiative is currently underway with Rotary Monash to install water tanks and pipes at UCH. The Tsunami destroyed the main water supply to the Home, making access to clean water a continual problem. Although still in the planning stage, work is expected to commence in the near future, so a huge thanks to everyone involved in this wonderful project. 
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Planning is currently underway to extend the clinic by three rooms in order to provide on-site maternity care. The emphasis will be on ante- and post-natal education and care for the community. 
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The number of local villagers who visit the clinic is continually on the rise, with staff now seeing an average of 350 patients a week.

Great news: Dr Selvam, who is also involved in the Post-Tsunami Health Care and Research Project, has extended his contract for another year. Meanwhile, a laboratory technician has been trained and is now managing the new in-house pathology and microbiology laboratory.

And thanks to final year Melbourne University medical student Lisa MacLeod, who spent a month at the centre setting up the lab.
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When the Tsunami hit on Boxing Day 2004, its effects were devastating throughout Asia. In Kadapakkam, predominantly a fishing village, livelihoods were destroyed, and boats, nets and other equipment damaged beyond repair. Thanks to the hard work and contribution of so many, TEWOAF was able to quickly set up the Post-Tsunami Health Care and Research Project (PTHCRP) team. Dedicated staff and volunteers began working in Kadapakkam and other nearby coastal villages to identify the needs of local people affected by the Tsunami. The long-term goal of the project is to help people eventually overcome the effects of this devastating tragedy. The team has been working extremely hard over the past eight months, regularly visiting villages with a mobile health service to cater for the medical and psychological needs of those affected. They have also been collating data in order to identify the various long-term needs for the people of these villages. Data have been analysed and the next phase of the project has commenced.
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ALAMPARA PRIMARY SCHOOL
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The past several months have seen some great improvements to the facilities at the school our girls attend. Your generous donations have resulted in two new classrooms, the installation of ceiling fans, new desks, play equipment and new toilets. Previously, the children went to the toilet on the sand in the open, often being teased by people on the nearby road. The toilets were opened by Dr Chandran during his visit in late March and were financed by an Australian family. TEWOAF has also funded salaries for two teachers, and provided pro bono teachers and volunteers for the school.
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TEWOAF recently made contact with a child rights organisation called Cholai, which specialises in providing assistance with raising education standards in public schools. Cholai will become involved in the Alampara School by designing and implementing a number of programs with the intention of broadening and improving the children’s education.

Future Aspirations

Although a lot has been done in recent times to improve conditions at the local primary school, there is still much to be done to ensure the children enjoy a decent learning environment. At present, staffing numbers are inadequate (several classes have no teacher), there are insufficient classrooms, a significant lack of resources, and much needs to be done to improve cleanliness and hygiene practices. 
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A TEWOAF forum in Melbourne on April 30 resulted in a number of key proposals for the future direction of the organisation. Twenty nine TEWOAF supporters met in Richmond to discuss ways of improving the current organisation and structure. As a result, a number of sub-committees will be created to deal with specific aspects of the organisation. One issue raised was the need for more volunteers in both Australia and overseas, so if you’d like to become involved please contact us. Thanks also to management team member Gujji Muthuswamy who facilitated on the day.
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Some of India’s hottest artists will be performing in Australia in August, with half of the proceeds going to TEWOAF. Charities through Indian Arts in Australia (Charindaa) has organised this year’s Festival of Indian Music in Australia (FIMA) with four concerts in Melbourne and four in Sydney. Each year the event raises fantastic amounts for charity, with funds this year being divided between TEWOAF and the Fred Hollows Foundation. Tickets are now on sale through Ticketmaster. Call 136 100 or visit http://www.ticketmaster.com.au/ or  http://www.charindaa.org/

Another important date for TEWOAF supporters is our 14th annual dinner dance. This year’s function will be held at the Windsor Hotel on Friday October 27. This extremely popular event helps to raise much-needed funds for our projects in India. A three-course meal, music by Band Kato, and an array of wonderful raffle and auction prizes, guarantee a great night out for all. So please note this important date in your diary and check out the enclosed flyer for more details.
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The East West Overseas Aid Foundation: http://www.tewoaf.org.au 
Engineers without Borders Uluru IT Project: http://www.ewb-aus.org.au/project.php?pid=1017
Charindaa: http://www.charindaa.org
Cholai: http://cholaiindia.org
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The TEWOAF dream has always been to grow and expand, hopefully increasing the number of people involved, and perhaps inspiring others by showing how starting small and providing a small community with basic human rights such as medical care, shelter, education and employment can have monumental long-term effects. It started with the purchase of a strip of land. Now the people of Kadapakkam – the smallest dot on the map of the developing world – have free medical care and access to a decent education; destitute children are provided with a loving home; and general living conditions are slowly improving. Work here is by no means finished. In the future it is also hoped the community will have a good secondary school with access not restricted on the basis of finances or caste; a trade school to ensure long-term employment for the people of the community; and adequate teachers, equipment and resources at the Alampara Primary School.
Without the generosity and hard work of our volunteers and financial supporters, none of this could have been achieved. We would like to thank you all for your generous support and leave you with a quote we consider relevant to our work:

‘A high tide is tossing thousands of fish on a shore, and slowly all of them are on their way dying. A man passing by goes down to them, and drops two back in the water, then two others...Another man walks to him and says: "My friend, what you're doing won't make any difference. Can't you see how many they are? Go home. Leave it". The other grabs a fish from the sand, and before putting it back in the water answers: "For this very one, my friend, it is making a huge difference,"’ the Peace Workers Organisation.
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